To face the design of a new ship concept, the evaluation of multiple feasible solutions concerning several aspects of naval architecture and marine engineering is necessary. Compressed natural gas technologies are in continuous development; therefore, there are no available databases for existing ships to use as a basis for the design process of a new unit. In this sense, the adoption of a modern multi-attribute decision-based method can help the designer for the study of a completely new ship prototype. A database of compressed natural gas ships was generated starting from a baseline hull, varying six hull-form parameters by means of the design of experiment technique. Between the attributes involved in the concept design process, stability is for sure one of the most relevant topics, both for intact and damaged cases. This work describes two approaches to identify the compliance of a ship with the intact stability regulations based on the ship main geometrical quantities. Moreover, a metamodel based on the maximum floodable length concept (damage stability) allows determining the main internal subdivision of the ship. The metamodel outcomes were compared with results from direct calculations on a ship external to the database, highlighting the adequate accuracy given by the developed methods. database starting from a baseline ship. The database is the starting point for the development of the metamodels. In the present study, the focus was on ship stability requirements, being these among the most important attributes to evaluate from the concept design stage. In the literature, simple models can be found to estimate critical values for the vertical centre of gravity position [6] . Here, intact stability requirements were considered to build a metamodel suitable to predict quickly and accurately the stability characteristics of a large number of ships during a MADM process by means of multiple linear regression (MLR) technique directly on the righting arm curves. To this end, multiple options have been tested and compared with each other. Besides, working on the same database, a model to determine also damage stability issues has been developed, adopting the maximum floodable length concept and allowing to evaluate preliminary subdivision. In this paper, the methods adopted to develop the metamodels for intact and damage stability are described, together with the determination of the database. Finally, to evaluate the reliability of the proposed method, a comparison is provided between the developed models and direct calculations on a ship external from the database.
Introduction
The design process of a ship is a complex issue that faces many aspects of naval architecture and marine engineering, varying from hull-form development to ship's production. Among the phases of the ship design, the concept one is of utmost importance. In fact, through this design stage, the main decisions have to be taken that will influence the whole ship design process and also techno-economic success of the ship in its lifetime. It is therefore necessary to adopt a modern design approach starting from the first feasibility studies, involving multi-attribute decision-making (MADM) strategies [1] . To this end, it should be possible to evaluate the ship's primary attributes through mathematical metamodels in terms of the ship's main geometrical parameters. This fact is even more crucial in the case of a completely new ship prototype such as a Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) ship [2] . The continuous technological improvement in the pressure vessel containment systems makes the CNG ship design even more complicated. The existing CNG ships have been designed and built with outdated pressure vessel technologies that led to the design of high block coefficient (C B ) units with a low economical design speed [3, 4] . Explorative studies highlight that adoption of a modern and lighter containment system would lead to more slender ships sailing at higher speeds [5] . However, no indication is given on how the new types of pressure vessels (PV) would influence the definition of new CNG ship concepts. Therefore, no database of existing CNG ships is available for the generation of the metamodels needed for a robust MADM design process. Thus, it is essential to build a ship's I3. The area under GZ curve from 30 deg to min(φ f , 40 deg) shall be at least 0.030 m rad. I4. The righting lever GZ shall be at least 0.2 m at an angle of heel equal to or greater than 30 deg. I5. The maximum righting lever shall occur at an angle of heel not less than 25 deg.
Here, φ f is the downflooding angle. Moreover, the metacentric height shall be at least 0.15 m, but this criterion was never proven to be critical for CNG ships; therefore, in this work, it is not considered. Finally, the weather criterion requirements shall be met. In detail, considering a ship subject to a steady wind heeling lever l w1 , rolling due to waves to an angle φ 1 and subject to a wind gust heeling lever l w2 = 1.5l w1 , the following criteria shall be met: W1. The equilibrium angle under the effect of l w1 should not exceed min(0.8φ ds , 16 deg). W2. With reference to Figure 1 , the area b shall be equal to or greater than area a.
Here, φ ds is the angle at deck submersion, φ 2 = min(φ f , φ c , 50 deg) and φ c is the angle which vanish positive stability under the l w2 heeling lever.
Therefore, to directly check the intact stability criteria, the GZ curve and the area under the GZ curve have to be estimated with sufficient accuracy since the concept design phase. It is worth noticing that, in such a phase, the hull forms are not defined in order to rapidly test multiple design alternatives while taking under control the computational load. Hence, metamodels based on statistics have to be adopted. 
Damage Stability Requirements
Concerning damage stability, the problem is even more complex. CNG ships are subject to International Gas Code (IGC) [16] , which defines the subdivision standards and the damaged stability criteria. In addition to this document, the class societies [17, 18] also issued special requirements for CNG ships, which in some cases are even more conservative compared to IGC. All these rules have an impact on the ship subdivision, requiring in the cargo holds area a double bottom and a double hull: 760 mm for ABS, and min(B/15, 2 m) for DNV-GL. Moreover, they define a minimum distance among subsequent PVs' rows and between vessels and bulkheads/sides. Finally, a cofferdam is required between two cargo holds and between cargo holds areas and the other spaces. Namely, for each bulkhead, an entire row of pressure vessels is lost, leading to a reduction of ship capacity due to the watertight subdivision.
Besides, the IGC states that the ship, subject to the standard damages (Table 1) applied elsewhere or to any smaller damage with more severe consequences, is capable of surviving with sufficient residual stability. In detail, the following requirements shall be met at the final stage of flooding: The 20 • positive range can be measured from any angle commencing between the position equilibrium and the angle of 25 • or 30 • if the deck is not submerged. In addition, the rules the IGC code defines some requirements on the intermediate stages of flooding. Namely, it is required not to submerge any unprotected opening and not to exceed a 30 • heel angle. Furthermore, the residual stability at intermediate stages should not be significantly lower than the one required at the final stage. However, this last requirement is quite vague since it is not specified wha "significantly" means in terms of quantities. In the present study, only the criteria at final stage were taken into account.
In IGC code, it is also stated that a transversal bulkhead can be considered effective only if it has a distance from the contiguous ones greater than standard damage length. Hence, the cofferdams between cargo holds shall be neglected in damage stability calculations.
Thus, the CNG damaged stability requirements thus far described can be considered analogous to a deterministic rule with one/two subsequent flooded compartments. Therefore, to perform a preliminary allocation of the transverse bulkheads during concept design, it is possible to recover from SOLAS 90 the concept of floodable length adapting it to the current rule framework. 
Materials and Methods
For the determination of a model suitable to predict the stability issues in the concept design stage, it is essential to find a method able to associate the stability attributes to the ship main dimensions. A database should be defined to obtain a design space in which the attributes can be determined. Specifically, the stability characteristics are related to the righting arm of the vessels. Therefore, for all the database individuals, the GZ curves should be determined. It has been decided to reproduce the GZ curves instead of the KN curves for intact stability, in such a way to have inside the database the KG variations necessary to evaluate a compact model for damage stability according to floodable lengths. On the obtained data, it is proposed to apply the MLR technique to identify a response surface suitable to predict the stability criteria in an early design stage, both in intact and in damage conditions.
Response Surface Methodology
In the engineering field, design of experiments (DOE) has been frequently used to reduce the number of experiments that need to be executed, resulting in a lower effort for experimentation and calculation work [19] . Response surface methodology (RSM) also quantifies the relationship between the controllable input parameters and the obtained response surface. The design procedure of RSM is as follows:
• Design a series of experiments for adequate and reliable measurement of the analysed response.
• Develop a mathematical model of the response surface with the best fitting.
• Represent the direct and interactive effects of process parameters through two-or three-dimensional plots.
Hereafter, the main steps of the procedure are described, starting from the database creation up to the definition of the mathematical models adopted for intact and damage stability cases.
CNG Ships Database
The first step needed for the creation of a mathematical metamodel is the creation of a database of ships. As mentioned, there is no available database of existing CNG ships. Then, it is necessary to create, starting from a baseline ship, a set of ships by systematically varying predetermined geometrical parameters submitted to given constraints. The constraints identify the design space for the investigation. The complexity of a ship leads to the possibility of changing many geometric parameters. These changes increase the number of individuals to generate inside the database to adequately cover the design space. To reduce the number of ships, some assumptions concerning the parameters and the methods that should be used to generate the database are mandatory. The main parameters to change for the study should be the ones having the highest impact on the ship attributes of interests. However, since the database is also oriented to be a basis for a complete study on the CNG ship type, the variations have to include also parameters needed to describe other relevant quantities for other ship's attributes. In this sense, the main variables chosen for the database creation are L/B, B/T, C B , LCB, D/T and KG/T, where L is the ship length, B the ship breadth, T the ship design draught, C B the block coefficient, LCB the longitudinal position of the centre of buoyancy (expressed in %L from midship, positive forward), D the ship depth and KG the vertical position of the centre of gravity.
The first four parameters are general ones, related to the main dimensions and geometry of the hull-form, which can generally be used for the determination of other attributes linked with propulsion or motions [20] . D/T and KG/T are specific parameters for stability. All the variables vary between a minimum and a maximum, as reported in Table 2 . The ranges were selected based on of previous studies [11] [12] [13] [14] , where specific ranges of geometrical coefficients were identified for the development of other metamodels (e.g., seakeeping, station-keeping, propulsion and internal layout). To maintain compliance with the other models, the same ranges were applied for the common variables. The specific stability variables ranges (D/T and KG/T) were selected to investigate all the possible feasible solutions. To optimise the number of individuals necessary to adequately describe the database, design of experiment techniques can be adopted [21] . For the selected case, a central composite face centred (CCF) space has been chosen, varying the seven design variables. This solution provide designs for the vertices and centre of the faces of an hypercube [22, 23] . This choice allows covering the space between the extreme values of the variables, giving the possibility to fit regressions valid in almost all the internal space of the design hypercube. By selecting three levels for each variable, it is then possible to fit a quadratic model for the regressions; that means considering all the variables combinations up to the second order. Based on this scheme, for the database construction, a total of 45 ships was reproduced. Table 3 collects the characteristics of each individual. The main dimensions of the ships were chosen to start from a baseline hull representative of the hypercube centre. All vessels were generated with a reference length of 200 m. On the created database, dedicated calculations were performed using self developed codes [24] to determine the GZ curves per each population member. Besides, per each ship, damage stability calculations have been performed, leading to the determination of the geometric floodable lengths GFL, checking the compliance with D1, D2 and D3 criteria. Some examples are given in Figure 2 , reporting six hull-forms representing the principal variations inside the database together with the calculated GZ and GFL curves. It can be immediately noticed that the population includes also fully unstable ships having a fully negative GZ curve, e.g. CNG 22. This is due to the combination between the geometrical variables and the KG/T, which, for some combinations, leads to negative GM for the individual. It was selected to not discard these hulls, since the presence of unstable ships is necessary to determine the feasibility range of the design space. Thus, in a multi-criteria decision based design (DBD) process, the ships having parameters leading to a negative GZ will be discarded from the selection process. 
Multiple Linear Regressions
When all the considered variables of the problem can be considered as measurable, a response surface can be identified with the following expression:
where y is the output of the system and x i are the n variables of action, also called factors. Under the assumption that the independent variables are continuous and controllable by experiments with negligible errors, a suitable approximation for the true functional relationship between independent variables and the response surface has to be found. Having used a CCF scheme for the database generation, it is possible to use a complete second-order model for the RSM, using the following general regression model:
where β r i,j are unknown parameters and ε r is the regression error. There are several methods to evaluate the unknown parameters; however, in the case of simple models, it is convenient to use a least square method. To this end, Equation (2) can be rewritten in matrix form:
where Y is defined to be the matrix of measured values and X to be the matrix of independent variables. X includes the design variables and their combinations up to second order, considering them as additional independent variables. The matrices b and ε r consist of the regression coefficients and errors, respectively. Using the matrix formulation, the solution which defines the coefficients of the model according to least square method [25] , has the following form:
where X T is the transpose of matrix X and X T X −1 is the inverse of matrix X T X.
In this study, the regressions have been performed using a stepwise selection process [26] . At each step, all the variables are individually changed of status, meaning variables not included in the model are included, and variables inside the model are discarded. The variable whose status change (in or out of the model) is decreasing at most the sum of squared errors (SSE) value is detected and its status is flipped. If it was inside the model it is removed and vice versa. The process continues automatically until there is no variable changing the SSE over a given threshold. The process works both starting with no variables in the initial model (forward mode) or with all variables (backward mode). Here, backward mode was applied. Moreover, to keep the same kind of threshold value throughout the study, all variables, dependent (x) and independent (y), were normalised in [−1, 1] prior to starting the regression procedure. Under these assumption, the threshold was set to 0.06. The quality of the obtained regressions was assessed by means of the determination coefficient R 2 and the adjusted determination coefficient R 2 adj defined as:
where N is the number of point to fit, p is the number of variables included in the regression (after the stepwise procedure) and
being y i the data point to fit,ȳ the data point mean value and y * i the fitted values coming from the regression.
Intact Stability Models
To apply the MLR technique for the intact stability assessment of a CNG in a concept design stage, it is necessary to determine which kind of model has to be implemented. A mentioned, the intention is to provide regressions capable of reproducing the GZ curves of the vessels inside the database. To this end, more than one strategy can be adopted to fit the curves. Here, it is proposed to fit GZ with a single polynomial regression or with dedicated regressions for specific heeling angles.
Polynomial Regressions
As first approach, a polynomial regression can be adopted to reproduce the GZ curves. In fact, in several studies [27] [28] [29] , GZ is considered in dynamic models by means of polynomial approximations. Therefore, being this study oriented to a concept design stage, a polynomial approximation can be considered enough accurate, being it used also in more complex and advanced applications. Specifically, it was decided to adopt a fifth-order polynomial form as follows:
where A i are the coefficient of the polynomial form. It can be observed that, according to Equation (9), the intercept term A 0 was set to 0, being the GZ curves for intact condition crossing the origin.
To perform a regression on non-dimensional terms, it was decided to adopt the following formulation:
where GZ is divided by the vertical position of the centre of gravity KG. Thanks to the regression model of Equation (10), it is possible to fit all GZ/KG of the individuals of the CNG population with this model, obtaining a set of A p i coefficients per each individual. Then, using a model derived from Equation (2), it is possible to perform the regression of the A i according to the following formulation:
where the x i variables are making reference to Table 2 but are normalised in [−1, 1], and A p i values were also normalised in [−1, 1] prior to starting the regression process with the following formulation:
Angle-Based Regressions
Another strategy to fit the GZ curves is given by the adoption of dedicated regressions per specific heeling angles. In this case, the GZ/KG values at a specific angleφ have to be normalised between [−1, 1] according to:
Then, using again a model derived from Equation (2), the regressions can be performed using:
where, also in this case, the x i variables are referred to Table 2 and normalised in [−1, 1].
Damage Stability Model
As mentioned, the damage stability assessment and the preliminary positioning of the main watertight bulkheads for a CNG ship can be performed by evaluating a model to determine the floodable lengths.
For a CNG ship, the floodable length is no longer defined as the maximum length, centred in a longitudinal position, which drives to the submission of margin line but as the maximum length that can be flooded while fulfilling the damage stability criteria D1, D2 and D3. Hence, the geometric floodable lengths GFL can be evaluated for all ships inside the database assuming a unitary permeability, per each of the standard 21 design sections ranging between the aft and the fore perpendiculars. To give a more general expression, it was decided to use GFL/L for the regression, normalising the obtained values in [−1, 1] according to:
wherex is one of the 21 stations. In case one of the ships is not satisfying one of the analysed damage criteria (D1, D2 or D3), the associated GFL (and consequently GFL ) is negative. This has no physic sense. However, by automatically setting the negative GFL to 0, there is the risk of decreasing the quality of the regression. A set of preliminary calculations confirmed this trend. Thus, it was decided to keep the negative values for the unstable ships in order to obtain a regression with a higher determination factor. Under these assumptions, the regression form derived from Equation (2) can be used:
Results
Applying the procedure reported in Section 3.1.2 to the CNG ship database, a set of regression coefficients was determined for the intact stability models and the damaged stability ones. In the present section, the results are presented in tabular and graphical forms.
Polynomial Regressions
As first, the GZ curves fitting by means of polynomial regression model is presented. The original values of the GZ curves were considered in a range of [0, 50] degrees, being this part of the righting arm curves the more significant for the intact stability criteria determination. As already described, the polynomial regression procedure requires two analysis steps: first, the GZ curves have to be fitted with the non-dimensional polynomial form of Equation (10), and then a dedicated regression has to be performed on the polynomial coefficients (Equation (11)).
During the first regression steps, the A p i coefficients are determined per each individual of the population; the quality of the GZ/KG curve regressions are reported in Table 4 . It can be observed that the determination values for the regressions are above 0.995 per each individual of the database, stating a good quality for the initial model. On the base of the so-obtained polynomial coefficients, dedicated regressions were carried out for the A p i values as a function of the x i variables. The obtained coefficients are reported in Table 5 , where also the determination coefficients are present, showing a good correlation between the fitted model and the original data. In fact, the R 2 adj values are all above 0.970, which is a good correlation level for a model to use at the conceptual design stage. Moreover, Table 5 presents the minimum and maximum values of the A p i to evaluate the final values of the GZ curves. Besides the tabular values, Figure 3 shows the calculated GZ * values (means the initial population of non-dimensional GZ normalised in [−1, 1]) against the estimated GZ , together with the determination factor R 2 obtained comparing the initial and the estimated curve per each ship of the database. From the first plot, it can be seen that the fitted data represent quite well the initial population, however, analysing in detail the R 2 values, it can be noticed that the reproduction of the GZ curve is not good for six individuals (Ship IDs 2, 8, 14, 22, 26 and 32) where the determination factor value is under 0.970 and in two cases also under 0.900. These ships are representative of particular combination of B/T, D/T and KG/T that lead to an unstable condition with fully negative GZ curves across the investigated heeling angles. For all other ships, the final determination coefficients remains above 0.980. 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 C p 1, 3 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0155 C p 2,3 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 C p 2, 4 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0060 C p 2,5 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 C p 2, 6 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 −0.0063 C p 3, 4 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 C p 3, 5 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 C p 3, 6 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 C p 
Angle-Based Regressions
The second proposed model for intact stability is making reference to dedicated regression made for specific heeling angle across the GZ curves. The regressions were performed for heeling anglesφ from 5 to 50 degrees in steps of 5 degrees according to the model described in Equation (14) . In this way, 10 regressions were obtained. The regression coefficients C a i,j are reported in Table 6 per each angleφ. In addition, in this case, the table also presents the determination coefficients of the regressions and the minimum and maximum values of the GZ/KG necessary to obtain the dimensional GZ (φ).
Both the determination coefficients R 2 and R 2 adj are above 0.995 per eachφ, highlighting the good quality of the regression.
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Damage Stability Model
As mentioned, the damage stability of CNG ships was studied by means of the geometric floodable lengths defined with the criteria D1, D2 and D3. Table 7 reports the critical criteria for each ship, i.e., the non-fulfilled criterion corresponding to the floodable length. It can be noted that usually an insufficient positive stability range (D1) was observed, while the area under righting arm curve was critical only for some slender ships having a high value of KG/T or a low/intermediate value of B/T. For the unfeasible ships, having a null floodable length, the criteria are marked as not defined (n.d.). A specific regression for each considered section was developed according to the formulation described in Equation (16) . The regressions were evaluated for the 21 main section along the ship length. In Tables 8 and 9 , the coefficients C f i,j are provided together with the coefficients of determination and the maximum and minimum values adopted for the normalisation.
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Discussion
In the above section, the results of the regression analysis are presented, reporting the quality of the obtained models by means of the determination coefficients R 2 and R 2 adj . Both models for intact stability reproduce the curve of the initial database with a good level of accuracy. In addition, the damage stability model for floodable lengths is appreciable, even though the regression quality is lower with respect to intact stability models.
This exploration study was performed on a specific ship database, built to variate systematically the six variables (Table 2) ; therefore, these six variables were used to determine the models for intact and damage stability. Other quantities remain constants in the database or are intrinsically varying with the independent variables without a specific logic. Thus, it was decided to not use other variables for the regressions, assuming that the variations of other quantities are intrinsically captured by the combination of other variables.
Analysing the obtained regression coefficients, it is possible to observe which variables are most significant for each model.
For the polynomial regressions on the GZ, it can be stated that:
• L/B is not entering in the regression form of the A p i polynomial coefficients; thus, L/B variations are not influencing the final GZ curve. • LCB appears only in the A p 5 regression, representative of the fifth power term of φ, and is coupled only with the B/T and KG/T. Thus, LCB has a really low impact on GZ curve. • C B appears in all the regressions as linear term and coupled with B/T and D/T or KG/T. Thus, C B has a moderate impact on the GZ curve. • B/T, D/T and KG/T always appear as linear terms, in the couplings and also in the quadratic terms; therefore, these three parameters are strongly influencing the GZ curve.
The angle-based regression presents different regressions per each twist angle and some variables are significant only for certain angles. The following main considerations can be summarised: with all the other therms that appears in the regression for these angles. Thus, D/T has no impact on the GZ curve up to 30 deg but has a strong impact on the higher heeling angles. • KG/T appears in all the linear and quadratic terms and is coupled with all the other variables among the whole heeling range. Thus, KG/T has a strong influence on the GZ curve.
For the regression on the floodable lengths, there are not many differences with respect to the variables entering in the regression per each station. Essentially, there are differences only between sections at the extremities (bow and stern) and the middle ones. The following main considerations may be summarised:
• L/B is present only in quadratic form in all the stations regression; thus, it has a moderate influence on the floodable lengths.
• LCB and CB are always present in quadratic form and are present in linear form only at ships' ends. Thus, these parameters are strongly influencing the GFL at the ship ends and moderately influencing the GFL for mid sections. • D/T does not appear in quadratic form, but appears in linear form and also in couplings with other variables across the whole ship length; thus, it has a significant influence on the GFL. • B/T and KG/T are present in all the linear and quadratic forms and also in couplings; thus, they are strongly influencing the GFL.
Comparison with Direct Calculations
In the previous sections, the obtained models are presented and compared with the initial data to determine the quality of the regressions. However, to investigate the capability of the developed models on ship geometries outside the initial set, a comparison is made with direct calculation on a test ship. The main characteristics and the body plan of the test ship are reported in Table 10 and Figure 7 , respectively.
The hull parameters corresponding to the variables used for the regression analysis ( Table 2 ) are inside the initial population boundaries. Thus, the developed regression model can be applied to dimensions of the introduced test ship. Figure 7 . The body plan for the test ship and the related GZ curves according to direct calculation and the two proposed regression models. First, the regression models for intact stability were applied to estimate the GZ curves. In Figure 7 , a comparison is presented between the GZ curves from direct calculations, together with the GZ obtained applying the polynomial regressions and the GZ obtained applying the angle-based ones. As can be observed, the two models are quite close to each other, leading almost to the same GZ curve. However, the data coming from direct calculations have a different trend in the first 20 degrees of the curve, even though the determination coefficient R 2 for the fitting of the calculated GZ curve is 0.988 for both the polynomial and angle based regression.
The differences in the first part of the GZ curve are related to a different value of the tangent in the origin, which is associated to the initial GM value of a ship. In the presented models for intact stability, the GM is not entering in the set of selected variables, thus the differences may have led to this parameter.
However, it is worth investigating the effect of the changes in the predicted GZ curve on the intact stability criteria described in the previous sections. In Table 11 , the values determined to verify the intact stability criteria and the weather criterion are reported. As was reasonable to presume, the regression methods are underestimating the areas under the GZ curve. In fact, the regression curves shown in Figure 7 are lower than the GZ * calculated for the test ship, leading to a reduction of about 8% for the area before 30 deg and about 4% for the area before 40 deg. In any case, the criteria are all satisfied, and the deviation of the data coming from regressions is always lower than 20% compared to calculated values. The geometry and KG of the test CNG ship lead to a condition where there is a lot of reserve of stability, thus the lack in the reproduction of the first part of the curve is not affecting too much the final results, since the ship satisfies the requirements. In the case a condition with less reserve of stability is faced, then the fitting of GZ at low φ angles may be an issue that has to be tackled by improving the proposed regressions, adopting a wider range of variables and a wider range of initial ships.
Damage Stability
The geometric floodable lengths were directly calculated for the test ship and then estimated with the proposed model section by section. The values from the direct calculation GFL * and the ones from the estimation GFL are shown in Figure 8 . The model could reproduce the shape of the curve, resulting in a determination coefficient R 2 of 0.920 and a GFL values overestimation of about 7%. The model produced a very good prediction in the midship region while the error increased in the fore and aft ends.
Moreover, it has to be noted that, during concept design, the floodable lengths are assessed aiming at reasonably allocating the main watertight bulkheads. In this sense, the results provided by this preliminary study can be considered promising. In more detail, considering the concept design of a CNG ship, the floodable lengths can be used to define the watertight subdivision in the cargo hold spaces, while, in the other spaces, which are subject to several constraints, can be adopted to check their feasibility in terms of damage stability. Namely, the aft machinery spaces extension is usually defined as a function of the main machinery length and volume (propulsion engines, rudder, steering gears, electric generators, etc.). In the fore compartments, the collision bulkhead shall be fitted according to rules requirements [16] and the second compartment should be dimensioned in order to install the STL system. The longitudinal extension of all these spaces should be kept as small as possible in order to maximise the cargo hold spaces. Hence, no critical problems related to damage stability usually rise in aft and fore areas. Otherwise, the design alternative cannot be simply considered feasible. On the other hand, in the cargo spaces, the number of bulkheads should be minimised since, as already mentioned, the cofferdam spaces entail the loss of an entire row of pressure vessels for each watertight bulkhead. Applying these ideas on the test ship, the conceptual subdivision was defined. As first, the effective floodable lengths FL were determined dividing the GFL by the permeabilities µ reported in Table 12 . According to the authors of [12, 13] , the main dimensions of aft and fore compartments were defined considering the propulsion system and the STL system. Comparing the length of compartments with the floodable lengths, the subdivision in these regions was found feasible. Then, the remaining watertight boundaries were allocated to obtain the minimal number of constant-length cargo holds. Keeping the same fore and aft spaces, the number of bulkheads in the cargo hold spaces was incremented. The case with no-bulkheads and the one with a single bulkhead were found not feasible, whereas the case of two bulkheads (three cargo holds) was proved to be feasible. The resulting conceptual subdivision layout is provided in Figure 9 that reports both the direct-calculated and estimated floodable lengths, which drove to the same final result. The direct calculation of damage stability finally confirmed the feasibility of the conceptual solution. GFL curves for the test ship according to direct calculation and the proposed regression model.
Conclusions
This paper presents the development and the application of mathematical metamodels for intact and the damage stability of CNG ships during concept design stage. Starting from a set of 45 ships generated by changing systematically six independent variables (L/B, B/T, C B , LCB, D/T and KG/T), two models have been developed for the GZ curves determination, applying the RSM technique. Besides, a metamodel is presented to obtain also the GFL starting from the same independent variables. Analysing the determination coefficients of the obtained regressions, all the tested models present a good correlation with the initial population data, being suitable to be applied in the concept design phase of CNG ships. The stepwise technique applied to perform the regressions allows individuating the significant variables per each fitting problem. As a result, it appears that the L/B variations are not affecting the righting arm, while the most influencing variables are B/T, D/T and KG/T both for intact and damage stability issues.
The regressions were tested on a ship not included in the initial database, having different hull shape, but with values of the independent variables inside the database boundaries. The regressions could produce GZ and GFL curves and give variations on intact stability criteria values inside 20% with respect to curves obtained by direct calculations. The same was observed for damage GFL. Even though the obtained results are satisfactory at a concept design stage, further enhancements can be introduced to the proposed models. In fact, the models are influenced by the initial selection of the independent variables; thus, further study is needed to introduce other variables (and consequently new ships) inside the database. As highlighted by the comparison with the test ship, a possible solution can be the introduction of a variable such as GM, to enhance the reproduction of GZ curves at small heeling angles.
With respect to damage stability, the proposed model based on a new definition of the floodable length provided promising results. Although the regressions for damage stability have a lower accuracy compared with the intact stability ones, the model could predict the geometric floodable lengths with an error lower than 15% for the test ship. This accuracy was found sufficient for the concept design phase, allowing to perform a preliminary allocation of all the main watertight boundaries and, in particular, to fit the minimum number of bulkheads in the cargo holds spaces. Applying the proposed process, better estimations of the ship capacity and the weights of the bulkheads and containment system are possible at the concept design phase. However, future work is required to enhance the accuracy of the predictions, especially in the aftermost and foremost zones, as highlighted by the test case. Finally, the application of different techniques devoted to a more rational bulkhead arrangement could be adopted to maximise the number of the pressure vessels, going beyond the assumption of constant-length cargo holds.
It is worth noticing that the developed stability metamodels require an estimation of the ship weight and the centre of mass. In the presented study, only the stability metamodels were analysed, thus they are decoupled with ship weight estimation. Inside an MCDM process, the obtained models are structured in such a way to use data coming from a dedicated simplified ship weight estimation metamodel, which is why the variable KG/T has been introduced. Weight estimation is planned to be analysed more in detail in further research, which may also lead to a coupling of the two issues.
